Poplar Hill Mansion Festival:
Celebrating Over 200 Years of Salisbury History

May 1, 2022
12:00-4:00

Welcome to Poplar Hill Mansion!
Poplar Hill Mansion was built as the manor house of a farm outside the
small 18th Century town of Salisbury, which had slowly expanded since
1732 from a port landing site at the head of the Wicomico River, more
than a half mile away. Construction was begun by Major Levin Handy,
originally from Newport, Rhode Island. In 1795 the Major took out a
deed for 357 acres of the original 700-acre land patent called
“Pembertons Good Will.” The house Handy began in 1795-96 was an
ambitious Federal-style structure. Unfortunately, because of severe
medical conditions, the Major’s architectural ambitions exceeded his
ability to finance them. In 1803 the property was ordered to be put up for
sale for payment of debts. The house was still incomplete.
In 1805 the title was passed to the first surgeon in Salisbury, Dr. John
Huston. The farm did well under Dr. Huston, who also practiced
medicine in the house. When the Doctor died in 1828 there were fruit
trees, vegetable crops, sheep, cattle, and eighteen slaves on the property,
as well as $110 “cash on hand.”
Huston’s widow Sarah inherited the property. In the late 1840s to early
1850s, she partially subdivided it, overseeing the laying out of Poplar
Hill Avenue and Isabella Street. The subdivision of “Poplar Farm”
continued at a moderate rate before the Civil War. From the 1870s until
World War One, the extended area experienced a building boom,
creating Salisbury’s first suburb, or “Newtown.” Mrs. Huston left Poplar
Hill to her daughter Elizabeth, who initiated its sale to George Waller in
1881. (Elizabeth and her sister Isabella are commemorated in the names
of neighborhood streets.)
George Waller and his family lived in the house from 1882 to 1945.
Various early photos and memorabilia belonging to the Wallers are
located in the Mansion’s archives. Fred A. Adkins, who purchased the
property in 1945, undertook restoration work with the hope of turning
the house into the local Masonic Lodge. In 1948, when this failed to
materialize, the house passed to Mr. and Mrs. Ward A. Garber, who
maintained an 18th century period antique shop downstairs and lived
upstairs. Mrs. Garber sold the property to Wicomico County in 1970 and
since 1974 the City of Salisbury has owned it as a house museum in the
public trust.

Schedule of Events
12:00: Festival Opens
12:15: Self-Guided Tours of the Mansion
12:15: Dover English Country Dancers in Dining Room of
Mansion
1:00: May Pole Dancing
1:15: Dover English Country Dancers in Dining Room of Mansion
2:00: May Pole Dancing
2:30: Pianoforte Mini Concert
3:00: May Pole Dancing
3:15: Dover English Country Dancers in Dining Room of Mansion
4:00: Festival Closes

Activities happening all day include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Chesapeake Independent Blues War of 1812 reenactors
in the Rear Garden
Educational displays from our non-profit partners in the
Rear Garden
Children’s crafts and games on the front east side Lawn
Live Goats with Goatopia on the east side Garden
Tented Market Square with artisan vendors in the rear area
of the Mansion
Food Truck on Elizabeth St. in front of the Mansion
featuring: Sandy’s Dogs

Map of the Festival

About The Festival
The festival has been established to celebrate the Federal Period of
the United States and educate people as to what occurred during
this time. This often forgotten period in American history
encompasses the years following the American War for
Independence up to the Antebellum Period from approximately
1790-1830. Sometimes also known as the New Republic Era or the
Jeffersonian Era in the United States, this period is also called the
Regency Period in Britain or the Empire Period in France. This is
the time when the United States was in its infancy and trying to
figure out what kind of nation it wanted to be. This is the time
when the United States doubled in size with the Louisiana
Purchase. This is the time of the famous Lewis and Clark
expedition to explore the western territories. This is the time of the
War of 1812, when the Chesapeake Bay was a major theater for
that war and the British burned Washington, D.C. and Francis
Scott Key penned his famous poem in Baltimore, which would
one day become our National Anthem. This is also the time of the
expansion of slavery with more lands being obtained and the
invention of the cotton gin. This is the time of several slave
rebellions and the Missouri Compromise. We think it is important
for people to understand this pivotal time in American history
and we hope visitors walk away with a better appreciation of the
history of the period in which Poplar Hill Mansion was
constructed and what life was like for all the people who called
this house their home.

Friends of Maryland’s War of 1812:
Chesapeake Independent Blues
The Friends of Maryland's War of 1812 is a non-profit educational
organization chartered in the State of Maryland since 2015. The
Friends began as a small non-profit organization established in Kent
County on Maryland's Eastern Shore in support of the 200th
Anniversary of the War of 1812. At the conclusion of the State's
Bicentennial Commemoration in February of 2015, several members
of the Kent County Friends non-profit worked together to create a
new and expanded mission for the organization, which resulted in
the Friends of today.
The Friends organization provides administrative and financial
support to the associated Chesapeake Independent Blues. The Blues
are a voluntary interpretive unit for representing the Marylanders
who served in the ranks of the Maryland Militia infantry during the
Chesapeake Campaign (1813-1815) of the War of 1812. The Blues
were originally established in 2012 through the public financial
support from the State of Maryland and five county governments
and associated historical societies, including Caroline, Dorchester,
Kent, Talbot, Queen Anne’s counties. The purpose of forming the
volunteer unit was to recognize through one-on-one personal
interpretation the contributions of Maryland’s citizen-soldiers from
the Eastern Shore during the War.
Since the initial founding of the Blues, the organization’s mission has
continued to evolve and grow, expanding its interpretation from just
Maryland’s Eastern Shore to the full extent of the State. The living
representation of Maryland’s Militia, the Blues have participated in a
diversity of educational programs across the State, and as far away as
Ohio, Louisiana, and even Canada.
The Friends and the Blues are annually involved with a diversity of
public educational projects such as film and video productions,
public and private school programs, historic site interpretive
programs, and historical research and artifact reproductions.

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Dover English Country Dancers
The mission of the Dover English Country Dancers is to provide
opportunities to dance and promote quality 18th c. dance
experiences for all levels, across all ages, and for multiple personal
dance interests ranging from social, cultural, community, and
fitness/wellness reasons to performance.

The style of dance was brought by the colonists from England
mostly, where it was known as ''country dance''. We now call it
''English Country Dance'' and include people of all ages, couples
and singles, who enjoy music and dance in a spirit of fun and
friendship. Newcomers are always welcome, and each dance is
taught with a walk-through before it is danced. Dress is casual
except for balls when many of us dress in eighteenth century
attire. Special guest callers and bands are used several times a
year.
Founded in 1979 by Winfried and Edith Mroz and Alex and
Rosemary Apostolina. These two Dover couples had been dancing
at Pinewoods for years and wanted to share the joy of English
Country Dancing with the Dover community - and dance more
than once a year!
For more information and schedule of events, please visit:
www.doverdancers.org

Bill Alexander
The early 1800s is an interesting musical period with the
convergence of three different styles. The Baroque Period in the
18th Century full of sacred music gave rise to concept of chamber
music, where pieces were written for smaller groups of
instruments and each part was covered by only one player. The
Classical Period with more secular music became popular during
the early 19th Century. The pianoforte and piano replaced the
organ and the harpsichord as the primary keyboard instruments.
Music in this era began to tell a story. It began to have more
meaning than just pretty sounds that please the ears. Composers
began to invest their emotions into their works, a trend that would
continue and come to define the Romantic Period.
Bill Alexander is a local musician and the retired organist from St.
Francis de Sales Catholic Church in Salisbury. He specializes in
keyboard instruments as well as classical guitar. He has been the
pianoforte player at Poplar Hill Mansion for the past several
years. The pianoforte itself is a Joshua Thurston made by the
Clementi Company of London. It is believed to be one of only two
of its kind, the other being in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York City.

Chelsea’s Crafts and Such
cmtaylor1994@aol.com

Shells Beach Beads
443-235-6553

Gabrielle Foor

simplyfoormations@gmail.com (443) 515-0093

Homemade organic candles and wax melts, made with soy wax
and essential oils to help make your home smell scentsational!

The festival is the 2019 Best
New Heritage Initiative Award
winner from the Beach to Bay
Heritage Area. The BBHA is a
nonprofit 501©3 organization
and a certified Maryland Heritage Area through Maryland
Heritage Area Authority, whose purpose is to preserve,
protect and promote the cultural, natural and historical
heritage of Somerset, Wicomico and Worcester counties. We
wish to thank the Beach to Bay Heritage Area for their
continued support.
Heartfelt thank you to The Friends of Poplar Hill Mansion
and our volunteers for all your help in putting this festival
together. Your service and dedication is appreciated.
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