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“Dr. Jose Alvarado Fund” to Help Local Children

For decades, children on the Lower Shore experienced the healing touch and compassion of well respected pediatrician, Dr. Jose Alvarado who died in 2009 following a tragic car accident.  Now his dedication and commitment to children will live on.  The Alvarado Family has just announced the  “Dr. Jose Alvarado Children’s Fund”  will have an initial $4,000 impact on agencies helping our most vulnerable children including Salisbury Horizons, Easter Seals, The Holly Community and The United Way of the Lower Eastern Shore. The four $1,000 grants were directed to help those who have a proven record of making a difference help even more local children.  

The Holly Community, well known for helping those with disabilities live more independently will now be able to better assist autistic children through a special aquatic therapy program.  The program is known for making measurable differences for autistic children to gain confidence, improve communication skills and improve their interpersonal skills and is provided via a weekly Friday night pool session for both the autistic children and their parents.

Salisbury Horizons provides a year round academic enrichment program for economically disadvantaged children providing academic, cultural and recreational opportunities the children would never otherwise experience.  This unique program with an intense summer programming focus has proven to be a model in eliminating the summer reading gap and enhancing higher grade point averages.

Easter Seals Camp Fairlee is what many have called a “hold your heart” camp designed specifically for children with disabilities.  The camp is a full weekly summer camp providing opportunities for children with a wide range of disabilities from full paraplegics to autism disorders to traumatic brain injuries.  The children who attend experience what non-disabled children would at a camp such as canoeing, a zip line, ropes course, fishing, swimming and the simple beauty of being able to go to camp, eat smores and laugh with other campers.

The United Way of the Lower Eastern Shore, the Shore’s largest provider of program funds outside of government since 1944 was the final worthy recipient of the special grants.  Locally, the United Way focuses their efforts on three impact areas including emergency and crisis needs, health, and educational programs for children.  With the United Way’s unmatched stewardship of donations to ensure all dollars are helping the most worthy, the funds awarded will help them continue to provide critical support for 21 local children’s programs such as Kid’s Café, the Salvation Army youth clubs and mentoring efforts with Big Brothers/Big Sisters.

In reviewing the initial grants for the fund, Margarita Alvarado shared “Our family is blessed to have so many of our community members care so much about honoring Joe with generous contributions to this special fund.  My husband’s life was committed to helping children in need, and our family will continue his commitment through this special children’s fund and through the medical practice.” 

Alvarado Caption 1-
(L-R) Ford Waggoner, of Easter Seals, receives a $1,000 grant from Margarita and Juan Alvarado of the Dr. Jose Alvarado Foundation to support Camp Fairlee.

Alvarado Caption 2-
(L-R) Patty Tingle was on hand to receive a check from Margarita and Juan Alvarado to support Holly Community’s special aquatic therapy program for children with autism. 



Alvarado Caption 3- 
Salisbury Horizon’s program for economically disadvantaged children recently received a $1,000 grant in memory of Dr. Jose Alvarado. Pictured (L-R) are Harlan Eagle, of Horizons, with Margarita and Juan Alvarado, of the Dr. Jose Alvarado Children’s Fund. 

Alvarado Caption 4- 
(L-R) Kathleen Mommé, Executive Director of the United Way of the Lower Eastern Shore, accepts a $1,000 grant from Margarita and Juan Alvarado in memory of the late Dr. Jose Alvarado to help United Way support local children’s programs. The United Way, the largest funder of non-profits outside of government, currently supports 21 local children’s programs in the area. 






